
Driving through the clouds 

Finding An Agent That’s Right For You 

     Since most of you don’t know me, I’d like 

to take a few minutes to tell you a little about 

myself and how I ended up as the new editor 

of The Smoky Bimmer. I have been working 

with Randy Hodges, your current vice presi-

dent, since April of this year.  

     When Randy told me about Chris Lara 

and his overwhelming work responsibilities, I 

welcomed the opportunity to help. Although I 

am not a BMW club member, I had a father 

who loved Mopar vehicles, am married to a 

car buff, and am thrilled to work on new 

marketing and graphic design projects.  

     I am a marketing specialist with Exclaim 

Promotions (www.exclaimpromotions.com) 

and have worked on various graphic design 

projects with clients from New Mexico, to 

Texas, and all around the East Tennessee 

area. I definitely welcome any feedback 

related to the newsletter.  

     Undertaking a new project isn’t always 

easy, especially if you are transitioning from 

someone else. Luckily, Chris Lara has been 

absolutely instrumental in helping familiar-

ize me with the Smoky Bimmer require-

ments and regulations. I look forward to 

receiving some of his articles for future edi-

tions as his time permits, and I look forward 

to learning more about the Smoky Mountain 

BMW Chapter.  

coming soon >>> 

in this issue >>> 

Chapter Officers & Contacts >>> 

In The Next Issue 

 
...to McCloud Mountain Restaurant and Lodge 

Chill Out!! Winter Weather Ahead 

Cars that drive themselves 

Driving through the clouds 

Ask The Experts 

McCloud Mountain Restaurant and Lodge is located northeast of LaFollette, TN in the heart 

of Cumberland Highlands overlooking Powell Valley. It is located on a 1300-acre tract of 

land at an elevation of 2700 feet with breathtaking views of the Smoky Mountains. 

In the previous issue of The Smoky Bimmer, former editor Chris Lara wrote about his 

increasing work responsibilities and his request for a change in editorship. As I take 

over this new responsibility, I’d like to take a moment to thank Chris for all his help 

through the transition and welcome feedback for future Smoky Bimmer editions.  

thoughts... final 
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Check us out on Facebook! 

If you have suggestions for things you would 

like to see in the next issue, or if you have a 

question you would like to ask our experts, 

please send your submissions to the editor at  

jtaylor@fountainfinancialtn.com.  

Article by: Randy Hodges 

Thank you to Donna & David Kimball for 

arranging and inviting our chapter members 

to join their MINI 

club drive this past 

August. The group 

enjoyed a beautiful 

day and an interest-

ing drive through 

the back roads north 

of Knoxville in the 

LaFollette area. The 

drive had plenty of “twisties” and amazing 

vistas while winding through some lesser 

traveled by-ways of our east Tennessee 

area. We concluded the outing with dinner 

at the McCloud Mountain restaurant. After-

ward, we enjoyed the views of the Powell 

Valley, while talking “automotive stuff”…

of course! 

  

This was a great way to spend an afternoon 

and a great opportunity to share our enthusi-

asm with an-

other car club. 

We need to 

continue our 

connection to 

the MINI Club  

Chapter.  

Please note 

that  sight-

seeing is not permitted without reservations to 

the restaurant or lodge. Admission can be 

denied at the discretion of McCloud Mountain 

staff. Walk-ins without reservations are dis-

couraged, and arrival without reservations 

will likely result in not being admitted on the 

property. For more information, visit 

www.mtcloud.com or call (423) 562-3282. 

By: Julia Taylor  

Julia Taylor can be reached via email at  
jtaylor@exclaimpromotions.com and  

welcomes suggestions and comments  
for future Smoky Bimmer editions.  



 

 

Smoky Bimmer  

Advertising Rates 

The Smoky Bimmer averages 200 mailings per issue to chapter 

members and an additional 115 to chapter presidents and  

newsletter editors across the U.S.  

 

The advertising rates are currently as follows: 

 

Full Page 

 

One Instance Ad     $75 

Two Instance Ad     $140 

Four Instance Ad     $250 

 

1/2 Page 

 

One Instance Ad     $40 

Two Instance Ad     $75 

Four Instance Ad     $140 

 

Business Card 

 

One Instance Ad     $15 

Two Instance Ad     $30 

Four Instance Ad     $55 
 
For custom size ads, please contact Julia Taylor:  jtaylor@fountainfinancialtn.com 

Letter from the President >>> 

Please help us welcome our newest Smoky Mountain BMW 

Club members. Reach out and make them feel welcome! 

Christopher Ball 

Steve Berridge 

Sharon Bransteher 

James Carroll 

Justin Cecil 

Nancy Colquitt 

Larry Finohum 

Vasile Garlea 

Dennis Jenkins 

Goerge Jia 

 

Eric M Kniedler 

John Newton 

Tien Nguyen 

Cherry Penny 

John Soughton 

Joa Tate 

Mike Thompson 

Ralph Thompson 

Sunnie Wilson 

Wilson Yerger III 

Fountain Financial Group 
2715 Spring Hill Rd 

Knoxville, TN 37917 

 

Randy Hodges 

(865) 230-8604 

12136 Warrior Trail 

Knoxville, TN 37922 

 

Dave Murray 

(865) 310-5715 

When was the last time you reviewed your estate preservation,  
investment and insurance needs ?   

Fountain Financial Group can provide the expertise 

to help with many financial needs, including: 

 Estate and retirement planning  

 Practical tax planning  

 Planning for long term care needs  

 Distribution and investment planning  

 Risk Management  

 Charitable Giving  

Come join us at our next event and see how Fountain 

Financial Group can help you reach toward a more  

secure future. 

Grubb & Ellis Healthcare REIT 

@ Lakeside Tavern 

November 22, 2011 - 8:00pm 

Life Lessons 

     Taking an afternoon drive on the open road 

can free your mind and give you a few hours of 

relaxation amidst a hectic lifestyle. We often 

bask in the freeing, enjoyable aspects of our 

favorite hobbies, but it is important to keep 

safety concerns closely in the background.  

     Shortly before press 

time, the Formula 1 

world was shocked with 

the death of 33-year-old 

Dan Wheldon during 

the IndyCar finale at 

Las Vegas Motor 

Speedway. Undoubt-

edly, race car drivers 

take a much bigger risk when getting behind the 

wheel than non-competitive car enthusiasts, but 

it is important to remember that every time we 

are behind the wheel of a two-ton moving vehi-

cle, we are putting ourselves at risk.  

     This revelation is not meant to project a 

doom-and-gloom outlook, but rather to serve as  

a reminder to not take life for granted. Whel-

don, and all of those who knew him, had no 

idea what would happen that day, and if they 

did, I’m sure there are a million things he 

would have done differently, starting with 

never stepping foot behind the wheel.  

     Wheldon’s situation 

should give us cause to 

take a step back and 

appreciate those things 

we have in life every 

day. Give your family 

an extra “I love you”,  

and slow down just a 

little bit on your next 

drive—enjoy the scenery a little bit more and 

be as safe as possible.  

     Recently, a friend, John Gibson, went 

through a devastating ordeal when his son, 

Tanner, broke his neck in a water skiing acci-

dent. As they loaded him on the life flight heli-

copter, the trauma nurses turned to Tanner’s  

mother and said “You need to tell your son 

goodbye.” She responded, “My son knows 

exactly how I feel about him and I know how 

he feels about me and you better not wait for a 

time like this for your family to know how you 

feel about them.”  

     Fortunately for the Gibson family, by all 

accounts their son will make a full recovery, a 

miracle for which they truly appreciate every 

day. I only wish that if I am ever faced with a 

similar situation, I can stand in the face of 

turmoil and be comforted with the fact that I 

have appreciated life to the fullest and made 

sure that my family knows how I feel about 

them every day. 

     As a beautiful summer comes to a 

close, we look forward to welcoming 

some beautiful fall driving weather! 

I’ve been able to venture out on a few 

good Saturday drives in the last couple 

months, and am truly excited for out 

upcoming drive later this month. I’m 

hopeful that those who cannot partici-

pate are able to take some time on 

their own to go out and enjoy the 

change in seasons, as East Tennessee 

is a great area to experience it.  

     Additionally, I would like to wel-

come all of our new Chapter mem-

bers! We look forward to seeing you 

at some of our upcoming events! Our 

newsletters come out quarterly, but 

chapter emails go out about once a 

month to remind people about coming 

events. If you would like to receive 

our brief monthly emails, please email 

aaronfbakos@gmail.com with a quick 

not e to have you added to our distri-

bution. Email information is never 

shared, so no worries about privacy or 

junk email.  

     Speaking of more upcoming 

events, this year we have scheduled 

monthly meetings in November and 

December. In the past we were con-

cerned about competing with events 

around the holidays, but many mem-

bers have requested meetings to break 

up those stressful time leading up to 

the end of the year. Please come out 

for a healthy dose of camaraderie and 

socializing with your fellow car enthu-

siasts! 

Letter from the President >>> 

Greetings fellow Smoky Mountain Chapter Members, 

     Lastly, many thanks are due to Chris Lara 

for shouldering the responsibility of publishing 

the chapter newsletter for the past many years, 

and also to Julia Taylor for taking over this 

responsibility this fall. Her skill and enthusiasm 

will certainly provide for some great reading in 

the coming issues! 

 

Happy motoring! 

Aaron Bakos 



Classifieds >>> 

If you have cars, car parts, or other items 

you would like to advertise in the Smoky 

Bimmer, contact the editor and provide 

some basic information. Classified ads are 

free to current members. 

For Sale 

Advertise with Us!! 

The Smoky Bimmer is currently looking 

for new advertisers for both commercial 

ads and personal classifieds. If you have a 

business or organization that would appre-

ciate being in front of over 300 people, this 

may be the opportunity for you! Rates are 

reasonable, and automotive related classi-

fieds are free to current members. Contact  

jtaylor@fountainfinancialtn.com today.  

 Membership has its  
benefits!!! 

Did you know that as a Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA member, you are entitled to 

several money saving benefits through-

out the year? 

You can take advantage of: 

 Rebates on new or CPO vehicles 

from Grayson BMW 

 Free automotive classifieds in the 

Smoky Bimmer and the Roundel 

 Discounts on parts through Gray-

son BMW 

 Tool loaner program among chap-

ter members for do-it-yourself 

maintenance and repairs 

 Technical and repair advice 

through “Ask the experts”, 

BMWCCA.org, and the Roundel 

 Local and national discounts on 

other supplies  

Contact Aaron Bakos or the national chapter for 

more information on the resources available to 

you as a member. 

10671 Parkside Drive 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
(865) 693-4555 

We Thank You!! 

The Smoky Mountain Chapter of the BMW Car Club of America would like to 

thank Grayson BMW for providing excellent service, quality parts, and dis-

counts to our members. 

Members may be eligible to receive 

an allowance based on the purchase 

or lease of a new or Certified Pre-

Owned BMW through Grayson 

BMW Authorized Center. 

Grayson BMW is a BMWCCA 

partner in the Membership 

Reward  Program. 



Check us out! 

This drive will take us down south and over 

into North Carolina. We will be meeting at 

8:30am at the Kroger’s on Northshore, off 

Pellissippi Parkway and the drive will last 

approximately 4 hours. 

Attend this annual driving school held at the 

BMW Performance Center in Spartanburg, 

SC and drive BMW’s M Cars while honing 

your driving skills. Contact the Tarheel or 

National Chapters for more information.  

vehicle advice >>> 

ask the experts >>> 

Chill Out!!! Preparing 
for Winter Weather 

Does tire tread really affect  
gas mileage?  
While it is important to keep good tread 

New BMW’s could 
drive themselves 
 

Visit us on Facebook to see pictures from 

past chapter events, connect with other 

fellow club members, learn about upcoming 

events, and more. If you have suggestions 

for things you’d like to see on our club 

Facebook page, please let us know! 

 

Search Facebook for Smoky Mountain 

BMWCCA or visit: 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/

Smoky-Mountain-

BMWCCA/393282431806  

Here are a few important dates and events 

coming in the next few weeks for our chap-

ter. Dates and times are subject to change, 

so please check the chapter website for the 

latest information.  

on your tires for safety and handling reasons, the affect on your gas mileage is probably 

negligible. However, tire inflation can have a more significant impact on your miles per 

tank, but in a negative way. A study by Carnegie Melon University reported up to a 0.4% 

reduction in gas mileage per PSI below the recommended limit, and overinflation causes 

your car to lose its grip on the road, also resulting in decreased gas mileage.   

 Some “experts” claim that using larger tires can also improve gas mileage, but 

there is little real evidence to support this. Remember that the engineers who designed 

your vehicle spent countless hours tweaking the best combination of features and specifi-

cations to maximize performance and efficiency. The best course of action is to use the 

appropriate tires and perform routine maintenance as suggested by the manufacturer. For 

your safety, and your wallet, it’s best to check for all aspects of tire care regularly.  

Although BMW has already successfully 

equipped two 5 series vehicles with the new 

technology with promising results, don’t 

expect to see them in showrooms anytime in 

the next year. If everything goes smoothly 

with testing, BMW hopes to start production 

in about two years, with the vehicles ap-

pearing in showrooms overseas by 2014. 

Upcoming Events >>> 

Happy Halloween  
BMWCCA members!!! 

Regular monthly club meeting held at 

Quaker Steak and Lube at 6:30pm. Be there 

or be square. 

Come enjoy the end of another successful 

year with all your fellow BMWCCA mem-

bers. Dinner is at Copper Cellar on the strip; 

cost is $20 per person and must be paid in 

advance. Please contact Aaron Bakos or 

Randy Hodges for more information.   

Q: 

A: 

BMW is actually developing two new tech-

nologies which, when combined, will allow 

cars to literally drive themselves. The first is 

congestion assist, which allows a car to drive 

automatically at 25 mph in heavy traffic, 

which could have positive implication for 

congestion in construction zones and other 

high traffic areas. The second is Emergency 

Stop Assistant, which detects any serious 

medical issues of the driver and automatically 

initiates the car’s hazard lights, safely pulls 

the vehicle to the side of the road, and alerts 

emergency personnel. This technology could 

also have positive implications for the elderly 

or those with risky medical conditions by 

helping to retain their sense of independence. 

Details of new 
technology 

Expected unveiling  

Check your antifreeze 

October 29, 2011 

Scenic Drive 

November 5, 2011 

M Driving School 

November 15, 2011 - 6:30pm 

Smoky Mountain BMWCCA  

Chapter Meeting  

December 15, 2011 - 6:30pm 

Smoky Mountain Chapter 

A new autonomous vehicle 

control system currently being 

developed by BMW could help 

ensure safer, more predictable 

driving habits. 

 

Chill Out! Continued  >>> 

Before the crisp, cool fall 

weather and beautiful fall colors 

slip into the hustle and bustle of 

the winter season, it’s advisable 

to do a little pre-winter mainte-

nance on your vehicle. Taking a 

few hours on a nice fall after-

noon could help keep you off 

the road sides in the middle of a 

frigid winter day, and getting 

into a yearly fall maintenance 

routine can also help keep your 

vehicle in top running condition. 

Some of these tasks are specific 

to winter weather while others 

are routine yearly maintenance 

items, but doing them all at 

Make sure your antifreeze levels are full 

and the mix is as close to 50/50 ratio as 

possible. If you haven’t performed a ra-

diator flush in a while, go ahead and add 

that to your to-do list. 

Winterize your washer  

fluid and wiper blades 

Switch out your wiper blades and 

washer fluid to  products that are 

specially formulated for winter driv-

ing. It’s also a good idea to check the 

spray nozzles on your windshield 

washer system. Use a small pin or 

needle to clear the blocked nozzles. 

This will help you stay safe when that 

passing semi throws 10 pounds of 

slush on your windshield a few 

months from now.  

once helps set a routine for you and your 

car - your car will thank you.  

Wash and wax your car 

You already know that all the road 

salt can wreak havoc on your car’s 

paint job. Giving your car a good pre-

winter wash and wax can go a long 

way for protection. It’s also a good 

idea to rinse any excess salt off if 

there happens to be a particularly 

warm day during the middle of win-

ter. 

Clean your battery posts 

Going out to a car that won’t start can 

ruin even the best of mornings. To 

help keep your car in top electrical 

condition in even the coldest weather, 

clean your battery posts  thoroughly 

and replace your battery if it is more 

than 5 years old.  

Check headlights and  

turn signals 

Headlights are the eyes of your vehicle, 

and they will definitely be strained 

throughout the winter season. Check to 

make sure all headlights, tail lights, and 

turn signals are operating properly, in-

cluding your hazard lights. If your car is 

an older model, you may want to use a 

headlight restoration cleaner or polish 

to give yourself maximum visual clarity 

during snowstorms. Meguiars, 3M, and 

Wolfgang all make reputable products 

for less than $20.00.  

January 2012—TBD 

End of Year Party 

Further information coming soon. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Smoky-Mountain-BMWCCA/393282431806
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